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Bees
Hey! Pssst! Ever wonder where bees come from? These tiny little honey
makers range from two millimetres to four centimetres. These insects are
helping us in ways we do not even imagine. From curing HIV, to catching serial

killers, they might be the only reason some of us are still alive.

The ancestors of bees are predictably wasps. The earliest incarnation of
the bee was found on October, 25 2006 in New Jersey, amber. This bee
appeared to be 100 million years old. Before bees ate other insects and
animals like beetles pollinated plants. Scientists have not yet discovered why
bees begun to pollinate plants, but it would make sense, as it is easier to locate
unpollinated plants. All bees are classified as phylum Arthropoda, class Insecta,
order Hymenoptera. There are more than 20 000 species of bees. (e.g. Honey

bee, Bumblebee, Carpenter bee, Leafcutter bee etc.)

Bees create honey from the nectar that they collect. Normal worker
bees, drones, cleaners, nurses, builders, foragers, guards, and undertakers eat
honey but the future queen bee has the privilege to eat royal jelly. Royal jelly
has all the nutrients a bee needs, and because of that, queen bees grow twice
the size of a normal bees and can live for five years while a worker bee only

lives for about six weeks. Honey bees work hectically to produce enough
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honey for the winter months, and need at least 100 pounds of honey to survive

the winter months or they will be forced to cannibalize (eat larvae, eggs etc.).

The Honey bee anatomy consists of a stinger, four legs, antennae, three
parts of the thorax and six visible segments of the abdomen. The head
comprises of the eyes and the antenna. The eye is divided into the compound
eye and the simple eye. The compound eye helps the bee to understand
colour, light and directional information from the sun’s UV rays; while the
simple eye is used to establish how light is present. The antennae are used
to sense scents to figure out flight speed. The thorax includes wings, muscles

and legs for control in movement.

Bees are very co-operative insects. They live in thousands in a bee hive.
Worker bees construct the hive from wax, which they discharge from their
abdominal glands. Male drones are escorted from the hive to die in autumn
Most bees in Africa, Asia, Europe, and other countries are similar. Unlike other
bees, Honey bees do not hibernate, but instead feed on stored food and
huddle together for warmth. Honey bees need to regulate temperatures in
the hive from ninety to ninety-five degrees Fahrenheit. Adventurers believe

that the original habitat for the Honey bee are in tropical areas.

| conclude that bees are useful but also very dangerous. They have a lot
of uses and are very intelligent animals. They went from eating insects to
eating nectar from plants. When you see a bee remember they might be the
reason your still alive.
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